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Maroh 28, 1S44.

SUBJECT: Arrivsel &t Kew Orleans of 540 German and ‘
Japanese Internees. ; P
e
Dear Mr. Fitoh:

In connection with the arrivel of the USAT Cuba
&t New Orleens with 540 Germasn and Japenese lunternees
from South America, I arrived at New Orleans on March
17 ecoompanled by Speoial Agents Csborme, Briggs and
O'Hanley. 3peclal Agent Widdifield Jjoined us at Kew
Orleans, On March 18 we attended a conference at the
Poland Street Army Base which was presided over by Col,
B.R. Patton, Rew Orleans Fort Security Officer, fcor a
discussioa of detalls conceraning the arrival,

Y¥r. Lafoon of SWP errived in the evening of March
18 and Jjoined cur group.

The USAT Cuba was scheduled to arrive on March
21 end ell preliminary arrangements with Customs, JYmmi-
gretion, Border Patrol, the Port Military Authorities
and the railrosds were completed by Keroh 20th.

On Monday, Mereh 20, at 6 p.m. our entire party
reported to the Poland Street Army Base wherse we joined
a8 group consisting of 15 Customs Ianspeotors, Publio Health
dootors and military authorities and proceeded by auto-
mobdblle to Venice, La,, which lies 80 mileg below New
Orleans. We sarrived at Venlice at 10 p.m. and boarded a
Coest Guard Cutter end proceeded down the Xississippi
River to the Pllot lLanding. The Cuba was late in arriving
and we remained at tue Pilof Landing until 2 a.m. At
2:30 m.m. we boarded the USAT Cuba, as she was prooeeding
up the river. The prearranged ship clesarange formalities
immediately went into operation. There were 540 German
and Jepanese alliens of whom & large group consisted of amall
children between the ages of 5 and 14 yeara. All nele
edults were quartered in the two holds of the ship in bunks
with the women end children ocoupying cabins on the upper
decks.

Customs



s ms e g
REPRODUCED AT THE NATIONAL ARCHY/ES.

-.2’

Customs examination began lmmediately with the
mals adults quartered in the hold, This continued all
night and wes then extended to the women and children
on the upper decks and wce ocompleted by ths time the
ship docked et 10 a.m. The pmssengers had scmewhat more
be.gage than the originally scheduled 100 1lbs of baggage

per perscon. However, the amount of baggegs was not ex-
ceasive,

Prior to Customs operationa, an announcement in
Engllish, German .and Spanish was distributed among the
passenzers, indiceting the prooedure for olearence of the
ship that was to be followed by the Government officers.
In this manner sll the passengers were fully preparsd

for the aystem of olsuranoe, Attaohed ars ocopies of this
announcement.

The State Department organized & checking desk
through which all puaseungers had to pess. The name of
each passenger was oleoked, the amount of baggage of each
passenger vias recorded, baggags tags, according to the
destination of eech pussenger, were given out and an
identifiocation card, whici: was attaohed to the lapel
of every allen was then distributed as the passenger
oheoked through our Control Uesk. This lapel identifiéation
tag gave the name of the alien, his destinution, hie
train number =nd hls pullman accommodation on that train.
By so dolug, we eliminated a great deal of confusion
oii saubsequent checks, &as each allen was clearly identified
by this tag. After passing the Staete Department Control
Desk, the aslien tapgged his baggage and then reportsd to
the Publio Health dootor. Each allen was then cheoked
to determine whether or not he wes suffering froca any
comnuniocaeble dissase. A Stute Department Agent asasisted
the dootor in this cheox &nd meintained a record of his
findings. In general, the aliens were in sxcellent healtih
and only ocne famil; was found to be 111, There were no
stretoher cases and all the sliens were able to prooeed
through the examin=ztions withiout assistanoce,

The Cube dooked &t Chelmette Sli» at 10 a.m, Maroh
21st, As the alisns came irom & typhus infeocted eree, all
3 persons who were on the shlp necessarily hed to aubmi£

“= %0 the typhus &isinfeststion process.

The
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The disinfestation process oonsisted of persons

. when entering the Plant, disrobing and plecing all of
their clothes in & lerge mesh bag. They then proceeded
to a Central Room where they bathed and showered der
extremely hot showers. Following this themedicsi SVBPrayed
eaoh individual with a disinfeotent spray. The party
then proceeded to & Dry_ug Room and following this re-
celved their olothes and vuluables and were then ready
to leuve the visinfeotling Plant, The clothes of the
party, meanwhile, were plece in Gas Chambers where they
were kept for 45 minutes, TFollowing this, the clothes
were then plaeced on raocks and under stroug eir pressure

all the gas was blown out of the clothea., The systen
was sxtremely conplete and thorough,

The Disinfestation Plant wes located just off the
pler where the ship was doocked, with the passage to the
plent marked off by ropes and well guarded by Military
Polloce. Every person who was on board the USAT CUBA had
to paes through this process before they could ocome 1n
conteot with any person on tle pler, This rule was
rigidly enforced., The aliens were brought off ths silp
in groups of 75 persouns. The first groups consisted of
men and boys over eight yeurs of age. Thirty men were
left on the ship to unloed baggage end to clean up the
ship. Following the men were groups of women, girls and
male children under 5 years of esge, This process con-
tinued untll 7:00 PM when &ll persons were clisared, The
men oleered through the piant in regular order and with-
out delay. The women and children required nmuch more
tie a3 it wus reported that the ohildren were partioulerly
diffiocult to hendle as tiuey were hard to-sontrol and the
undressing and dressing of the children was 8 major task
in itself,

On the pier, during this prooess, all the baggage
was being spreyed or wag bdelng gessed in a similar process.
It wes found thut the Ges Chembers were lnadeqguate for
the amount of bagpape and socordingly the remainder of
the baggsage had to be sprayed with a disinfectant powder,
Two speclal trains were purked adjacent to the pler end
ag the ullens oleared from the Disinfestetion Plant, they
were directed to their trein and car as was indiorted by
their lapel 1dentificetion tag. Thils procedure continued

all
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all dey end was completed by 7 PM. The oleansing of

the baggage was slow but was finished by 7:15 PM and the
treins were ready to depart, The first train, destined
for Crystal City, ocnsisted of 12 pullmans an& 2 beggage
care and the second train conaisted of 5 pullmens end

1 baggage car. The two trains were ocombined and de-
parted st 7:30 P, Ve srrived at Avondsle, La, at 8:;30 FM
w.aere 2 Diners were sdded to the first trein end one Diner
to the second train, From Avoudale on, the two trains
»roceeded separately with the Kenedy train following the
Srystel City traln by 15 minutes, The train trip wes
without incident und the mesls and e2ll other fmoilitles
were adequate for the party. Fublio Health dootor,
Terrance Billings, acoompanied train Ko. 1, assisted

by Immigrution Matrons, Mrs, Courtiney and Mrs, Pistorius
while Publio liealth Doetor J.D. Zaugg soccompanied train
Ro. 2. The dostors were busy through their trip sttending
all the allments that usually oocur in a group this size,
The allens were highly setisfied with the treatment they
recelved end hLad no compleints whatsoever, The Swiss &nd
Spanisb Consuls ut New Orleans were present on the pler
during landing operetions end hed sn opportunity to telk
to the German and Jepanese group leaders, All persons
soncerned with the landing operution rendered excellent
ooopsration snd service end the entire movement wes
handled asccording to errangementis and without delay., On
arrival at Crystel City of train No. 1 at 10:45 PM it

was found that it wes too late to trapnsfer the alisns to
the Camp and soocordingly they were held on the train
overnight. Unloading operations began March 23 at 7:30 M
and were completed by 10:00 AM, L%, Kiguel Soto~Pulg,
Militery Securlty Cfficer in oherge of the ship, handled
his duty extremely well and was commended by ell those
who had business with him. He turuned over to me the
following funde of the aliens which ocnaisted of $6,471
in cash; $27,312 in negotiable checks and drafts; 17,755
Feruvien S5oles; 39,595 Eouadorian Suores; 3,144.85
Japanese yen and 10 Gsrmen Marks, There is atteched a
list of thess funds showing the amount to eash alien
conoerned., This money ras delivered to Henry Rasoce,
Fipanolsl Cfficer st the Crystal City Internment Camp,
and a recelpt obtained, There is also attached & list

cf the esllens on the vessel as receipted for by me to

L%, Soto~Puig., I also turned over to the Crystal City
Internment Camp the various ldentificaticn forms and
medicsl certifiocates.

Prior
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Prior to the dsparture of the train from New
orleans, the Jitsuo Dodobara family was removed to the -
Marine liospitel et New Orleans as it was found that the
son, Hiroshil, was suffering from a very high temperature
and it was impossible to determine at that time the cause
of Lis ailment. Kaether th&n risk exposure from a possible
communicable disease, the entire famlly was sent to the
hosepitul for observation. :

All Speciel Agents uund Mr., Lafoon rendered excellent
gervice at all times and worked long hours without sleep
and without complalnt,

Respectlully,

Rk.L. Bennerman,
SPECIAL AGENT. .
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