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tion without the presence of an American officlal. Only & few

*fﬁeir-fiance%s in Germany. About half of the individual problems
‘V;ltted could be seftled immediately while the rest were referred by

?;5ﬁ£,bélegate to the Swiss Legation. (See Memoranda of August 1 and 18,

'257ieferring 122 matters to the Legatlon.)

- After the inspection and hearing of prisoners, the Delegate

Fﬁhg¥g é'conference with the American Camp Commander and the repre-

| éﬁ;gtives of . the Department of State, Justice, or War, at .which

‘ gfence the Delegate‘reported about such suggestlons and com-

gilgiéﬁsrof the prisoners which the Delegate consldered ilmportant

ugh to bring to the attention of the American avthorities. A

.&£9;-discussion followed as to the advisability of making changes

na in various lnstances such changes were made, (See Annex 1.)

§Before leaving camp a questionnalre was fillsd out giving de-

§;as to the treatment of prisoners 1n easch camp. A German question-

é;prepared by the Germen Government was used for the German de-

noes and an English questlonnalre for the Itallan detalneea. These

ﬁionn&ires wore forwarded to Berne at an earlier time.

The information collected by the Delegate In each camp 1s re-

Qﬁuqed in Part II of this report. These indlvidual camp reports

_Lu;tsthe following general conclusions:

NUMBER OF PRISONERS

At the time of the visits there were about 3100 German and



)

For g part of this trip, members of the staff oI the

‘éish Consulate in Sen Franclsco, Messrs, De Amat, Sanz, and

in took part in the inspection as representatives of the
tecting Power for Japanese natlonals.,

Aocompanied by Mr. Whitney Young of the Department of State,(
Fpg;qgate of the Swlss Legatlon visited on \
ifjﬁhq_zs'— 28, 1942 Camp Stringtown, Oklshoma, containing
AT German detainees from Latin ‘America

and German internees, former U.S.A.
residents. All men.

L ST

R

June 30, 1942 Camp Fort Forrest, Tennessese, contain-
ing German and Itellagn detalinees from
Latin Americe and German and Itallan
Internees, former U.S.A, residents.

L, Col. Byrd of the Provost Marshall's 0ffice of the 8th

ps Aféa; Fort Sam Houston, took part in the visit of Camp

Roth of the Department of Itallan interests

éd'ibﬁ Mr, Rolf W.

t’ts Department visited on

Jh1¥;30 and 31, 1942 Camp Fort George G. Meade, containing

= Germen and Itelian internees, former
U.S5.A, residents, and the crew of the
former Germen k.S. "Odenwald." All men,




ibogt*1soo Ttalian citizenas detalned as enemy allens in the
nited States. These fall in three different classes:

.=a) Former residents of Latin America who were expelled from or
leaving thelr country of residence and were awalting their
repatriation to Europe: about 400 Germans and 35 Itallans.

:fﬁ) Former crews of German and Italian Merchant Ships arrested
" In one of the American Republica. These amount to about
- 1000 Germans and 1000 Italians,

“¢) The Federal Bureau of Investigation?arresbed some 8000
" enemy aliens since the declaration of war. Of these
5318 cases were Investigated and decided up.td July 18,
1942, with the following results:

Germans Ttallans Japanese
Released 283 293 371
Paroled ' 706 151 - 1109
Interned _ 894 _ 168 1543

In some 800 German and 300 Italian cases no decision
has yet been taken,

It 1s estimated by the United States Office of War Information
.'ft tﬁthe total number of German and Italian citizens in the United
States 1s about 300,000 for the Germans and 625,000 for the Italians.
“The pollcy of the United States as to the apprehension of the
6ﬁhmy'aliene has been defined by the Attorney General as follows:
'“The Department of Justice 1is apprehending all those allens

of enemy nationalities who are considered dangerous to the -
national security. Aliens who comply with the regulations

- and against whom there 1s no suspiclon of disloyalty need
‘not fear apprehension.”

The enenry alients arrest takes place upon the initlative of
ederal Bureau of Inveatigation. The detainee first usually
Bpends some time in a local Jall and 1is transferred later to a

rary detention statlon for enemy aliems. These statlons are

ttered all over the country and the Delegate has visited up to
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SUGGESTIONS AS TO FURTHER ACTION

tién in Camp Stringtown:

7  report on this Internment Camp of the Army (Germans
ﬁee‘in Part IT of this repo#t) shows in which points the

ént in Stringtown 414 not conform with the provislons of

 §#3 Génvention. Col. Bryan of the Provost Marshal General's
fice in charge of the Prisoners of W;r Camps promlsed lmportant
g#iat-the tilme of two vlslts pald to him 1n July.

;belegate sﬁggests that the Swilss Legation.by written
iaé_and by another visit to the Camp verifies whether all

-ﬁg}ona'of the Geneva Convention are now applied.

id-Mail of Prisoners:

pon interventlon of the Swiss Legation the American suthorlties
.ﬂ#fggd on June 22, 1942, to change the existing Tules accordling to
ernees in Army camps can only correspond on "Internee of
;ationery.“ The aolution proposed by prisoners is that demestic
uforwarded in a plain envelope to be sealed after censoring
emp authorities. L)
é:national mall is forwarded free of charge, but domestic'
er;soners is subject to postage in the United States. The
onvention states on thils polnt:

;étters and consignments of money or valuables, as

¥0ll as parcels by post intended for prisoners of

¥ar.or dispatched by them, either directly, or by

e mediation of the informat!on bureaus provided
lnarticle 77, shell be exempt from all postal du-

e8 1In the countries of origin and destination, as
"ell as in the countries they pass through." (Art.38)

Be end of July 1942, the promised change was not yet in
amp Fort Mead.
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The cemps which expect another visit from the Protecting
oﬁer in the nsar future are: Missoula, Lincoln, Forrest, String-

sfgﬁn, Seagoville, Kenedy, Meade,

-“Fort Stanton 1s so well organlzed that no visit seems
'edeésary for quite some time to come.
ﬁﬁhe following temporary detention stations which have not
ﬁbeen visited might partly be included In forthecoming visits:

East Boston, Mass. Immigration Service: 2 German men, 1
German woman, 2 Itallan men, on August 9,

. 'Baltimore, Md, Fort Howard: 6 German memn on August 9.

‘Mlemi, Fla. Tmmigration Service: 5 Germen men, 2 German
women, 3 Itallean men, on August 9.

' ‘Fort Screven, Ga, Army Post; 3 German men on August 9.

) Fort McPherson, Ga. Army Fost: 1 German man on August 9.

Buffalqj N.Y. House of Good Shepherd: 1 German woman on Aug. 9.

i E

Gleveland Ohlo, Tmmigration Service; 3 German men, 3 German
women and 11 Itallan men on August 9.

-Niagara Falls, N,Y.,Immigration Dept.: 5 German and 1 Itallan
men on August 9,

. Detroit, Mich, Immigration Service: 5 German men on August 9.

Cincinnati, Ohio, Immigration Dept.: 7 German men, 3 German
s women, 5 Italian men on August 9.

~*Kansas City, Mo., Immigration Service: 6 German, & Italien
- men on August 9.

ael o F

St. Louls, Mo., House of Good Shepherd: 1 German woman on Aug.9.

Algierq, La., Immigration Service: 8 German, 2 Itallan men on
August 9,

- Spokane, Wash.,County Jail: 1 German man on August 9.

~+8alt Lake City, Utah,Immigration Service: 7 German, 1 Italian
‘men on August 9,

'“Denver Colorado,Fort Logan: 1 German man on August 9,

lpLos Angeles, Calif,, Tuna Canyon: 21 Germen, 12 Italian men
i on August 9,

'D.C., August 18, 1942 MW-—
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pate of Visit: June 25 - 28, 1942

I ORGANIZLTION OF STATION

Address of Statlon: Tnemy Allen Internment Camp
Stringtown, Oklahoma

Situated in what environment:

" About 160 miles southeast of Okl homa City

About 150 mlles north of Dallas, Texas

- 81tuatsed in KXiamicha Hills. Wooded and hllly regilon.
~Elevatlon 1600 Feet.

. U.S. Department 1in charge of prisoners: U,S, Apmy

Officer in charge of Station: Colomel A, Noble Ladd until
- June 27, 1942, Thereafter, Lt. Col. Bertram Frankenberger.

Number and description bf prisoners at time of visit:

Nationality Men Women Cgtegory
S17 Internees form rly residing
in U.3, terriltories.
ans & stateless 94 Formerly residing in the
Republic of Panama ‘
" 34 Formerly residing in Costa Rica,
" 86 " " Guatemala
Total 5ol

ist of prisconers: Deposited with Swiss Legation, Washinpgton

onal Remarks: (Capacity of Station, temporary or permanent, etc. )

pacity of Staticn: 550 - could be enlarged later. Permanent Station.

"g$ion was formerly used as prison ferm for delinguents of the

ate of Oklahoma.
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IT SPOKESMEN FOR PRISONIRS

Full name: George E, G. Stubbe

Present address: Enemy Allen Internment Camp
Stringtown, Oklahoma

Educatlon: Xigh School
Former occupation: In business

Former resldence: U S A
Number, nationallty and category of prlsoners represented by
pokesman: 500

ﬁéthod of election of spokesman: By election

ional Remarks: Mr. Stubbe 1s agssisted by Franz Gottfried Wirz,
o Otto Vesicky, '
Ingo Kalinowsky (Costa Rica Germans)

Willy Dglchow (Guatemala Germans)

Heinrich Bruene (Panama Germans)

‘Frederich L. Kappel (Stateless persons)
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ITT ACCOMMODATIONS FOR PRTISONERS

4;. Climatic conditions (highest and lowest temperature):
| Average highest temperature- 100 F.

" lowest ' 9 F. o
Highest recorded temperature 116 F, and lowest - 10 F,

£
Where do prisoners sleep: In brick builldings. 1/10?buildinga
are prison cells,

Size of dormitories: 235 ft., x 36 f¢t,.
:; How many prisoners sleep in same dormitory: Up to &0.

Condition of sanitary installatinons: Modern sanltary installstior
but not enough for 500 men.

. Descripticn of beds, bedding and furniture: Amy cots, mattress,
comforter, one plllow with white slip, woolen blankets.

‘Light and heating: Good,

:.Bath and showers: Showers with hot and cold water at any time.
Does station suffer from dampness: Ko,

Does station suffer from mosqulitoes: No.

‘What other bulldings are at dispossl of prisoners: Onhe mess hall,
Where do prisoners spend free time: Camp grounds or their rooms,

Are nationallities and different categories separated; Yes,




IV CLOTHING AND MONEY OF PRISONERS

Do prisoners wear thelr own clothing: No.

What clothing is furnished by detentlon station:; Green prisoner

of war clothes,

- How are monies and objects of value of prisoners kept: (In thelr
‘pockets or in custody of detention station against receipt)

All moneys taken from prisomners and deposited with Provost Marshal
General in Washington.

What payments are made by detention station to prisoners outside
of remuneration for work:

I

. 104 a day in coupons for canteen.

¥What iIn general are the financlal resources of priscners:

Prisoners cannot dispese of thelir own funds.

‘Are prisoners allowed to receive or to send money outside of
;atation and to their country of origln: No.

fional Remarks :

e g

The provision that prisoners can only dispose of 10¢ a

day is too rigid. Delegate suggested change to Camp

guthorities and Provost Marshal General's Cffice in
Washington.




V I'O0OD FOR PRISONERS

What regulatlions are in force regarding daily rations:
Army rations for S0Z per man.

Who controls thelr application at Station and by what methods:
By daily mess sheet.

Yho prepares the food: Internee cooks.

From what source does drinking water come:
From Camp lake filter plant.

Can priscners prepare additional food: No.

Have there been any requests by priscners for special dlets
because of 111 health or other reasons: Yes,

¥hut 1s opinlon of prisoners Interviewed as to the food:

There 1s enough food, but quality and taste varies greatly,
Delegate found food gocd end tasty on dates of visit,

[¥7)



VI HEALTH OF PRISCHERS

What facllities exist for exercise in the open {(organized

or not organized): Hot organized.
What sports exist: Soccer ball, horse-shoe. throwing.
Are there periodical rhyslical examinations: No.
Are physicians attached to detention station: Ves.
Is dental care given: XNo.
%here does hospitalization of prisoners take plsce:
A new hospital of 50 beds is in constructlon,

What facilities exist for medical treatment outside of
station or by outside physiclan not attached to statlon:

None ,

What seriocus illnesses or deaths have occurred at the Station:

None .

;ﬁdditional Remarks:

524



VIT THE WCORK OF THE PRISONERS

40, What work is compulsory:
Malntenanc e work.

What facilities exlst for voluntary work and how many
prisoners make use of them:

Practically none.
What are the wages: None.
. What compensation 1s provided for in case of accident:

None., There were two accidents in camp when kitchen
stove exploded.

itional Hemarks:
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VITTI THE EDUCATION & RECREATION OF PRISONERS

Number and types of books in Library (Languages):
Number unknown, but not sufficient.

Is text of Geneva Convention in Library or otherwide publicly
- accessible:

Yes.

Organization of lectures: No.
Film shows: Yo.

Is Radlo prermitted: Yes.

HMusical and theatrical activities:
.- In process of organization,.

What facilities exist for gspecial instruction in lsnguages,
‘handicrafts, etec.

€Class in English.

”tional Rémarks:
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PART 1T :

ANSWERS TQ QUESTIONNATRES FOR EACH CAMP VISITED

Camp Kenedj page
Camp Seggoville : "
Camp Fort Stenton | "
Camp Sharp Park | "
Camp Fort Missoula "
Cemp Fort Lincoln "
Camp Stringtown . "
Camp Fort Forrest n

Camp Fort Meade , "

=

Temporafy Detention Stations:
Fort Sam Houston
Fort Bliss
Inmigration Station San Pedro
Fort McDowell
Tmmigration Station Seattle
Fort Lewls

Immigration Station Chlcago

40
54
70
84
o7
111
124
139
154
169
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1X RELIGIOUS SERVICES FOR PRISNNERS

Yhat are the religlons of the prisoners:

Protestant, Catholic and Jewish.
Are there any ministers or priests among the prisoners:
Is there an offleial Chaplaln attached to station: No.

What arrangements have been made for religlous services
visits of ministers or priests:

A Jewish Rabbl visited camp, Catholle priest in camp
organizes Sundaey services.

What‘religious literature exists in the Station:
A few Engllish Bibles.,

Aﬂditional Remarks:

Yes,.

and
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X CONTACT OF PRISONERS WITE OUTSIDE VORILD

How many visits are allowed:
Two a month - 1 houf each.

Can a prisoner receive any visitor he desires to see (family,
counsel, business partner, etc,):

Pamily only.

Is Incoming mall restricted: No.

How many outgoing letters are permitted and of what length:
2 letters of 24 llnes per weelk,

How many outgolng cards are permitted: 2

How many outgolng packages are permitted: None

How many outgoing telegrams are permlitted: None except in
case of emergency.

Are telephone messages permitted and In what cases:
Only in case of emergency.
Who censors the communications:

Camp Censor Officerfor English Mall. Otherwlse, postal
censor In Chicago,

Is free postage granted: For Internatlonal Kall only.

What are the special facilitles granted for communication
with the Protecting Power (Leg:tion of Switzerland):

Censored, but not otherwlse restricted.

Can prisoners send complalnts to U.S. Department 1n charsge
of prisoners and in what way:

Yes,

ditional Remarks:
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XI GENERAL GUESTIONS

Is Officer in charge of Statlon personally accessible to
each prisoner:

Yes, upon wriltten request.

Is there a canteen at the Station: Yes.

¥What does the cantéen sell and at what pricea: TUsual prices.
"Who admlnisters the canteen:

American Camp authorities.

VThat philanthropic organizations are permitted to work in
the Station: ‘

None.
What is their work in the Station:; NWone,

Vhat facilities exist for prisoners to make their Wills or
set up Powers of Attorney: Local Lawyer.

Are prisoners allowed to smoke: Yes.

¥hat are the disciplinary measures applled to prisoners:

Have not yet been necessary.

'-Have there been any cases of acts of vblence agalnst prisoners:
No.

What 1s the opinion of the Offlcer iIn charge of the Station
&8s to the behsviour of prisoners: Good,

Yhat is the general opinion of priscners interviewed as to
their treatment:

Internees had numerous complaints as to treatment, which
were Jjustified. Camp Commander was replaced during visit
‘of Delegate to Camp.
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GENERAL OB3ERVATIONS

Stringtown was not as well organized as other

1)

9)

The

internment camps vislted. The Delegate found that
certaln provisions of the Geneva Conventlon were

not adhered to,(l) and he suggested necessary changes.
On July 16th, the American authorities stated in reply:

In order to improve the situstlon in Stringtown,
the Camp Commander was changed.

Personal effects such as clothing will be returned
to Internees.

Locking of bulldings and corridors at night will cease,

Enemy internees shall receive a space of 720 cubilc
feet in the dormitory.

Washing and tollet facilities wlll be increased.

The erection of the special hospital of 50 beds for
internees will be accelerated.

Restrictions as to use of own funds by interneces
willl be relaxed.

If possible, opportunities will be created for
internees for work, agalnst compensation of 80
per day. '

More facilitles for recreation and sports will be
provided.

Delegate proposed to visit Camp Stringtown sgaln in
the near future.

See Appendix
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ATPENIDTIX

1 qﬂﬁ Conventicn
.z,av"-""“““““‘

g: All effecte and cobjects of
personal use shall remain
in the possession of pris-
oners of wur,

1., 9: Prisoners of war may be in-
o

terned in . town fortress, or
other place, and bound not to

go bewvend certain fixed limlits,
They may alsc be interned in
enclosed camps, they may not

be confined or Imprisconed ex-
cept as an indispensable mwsasure
of safety or sanitotlon and only
whils the circumstances vhich
necesslt te the measure continue
to exist.

In no case mey prisconers of war
be trancferred to rmenitentiary
establishments (priscns, peni-
tentiuries, conviet mriscns,ete,
there to undergo dlscirlinary
punishment.

With regurd tc aormltorleg, the

total sur?acg, minimum cubic

Concitlons In Strinstown in June,1942

without trocusers

trhey wash vhat they

.mitted caleculations

£11 ersonul effects, includling their
clothiny, were telren from nrisoners
and stored a few miles away in next
tewn., The camp could not furnish large
trousers to reavy men and they are
fitting them, Yo

or underwvear to rut on when
now heve.

clothes

Priscners were the
night efter &
buildings of
nd 1/'“ of the
rrisen cells,
penitentiqrj
exictence of
burbel wire
leekins un

locked up Curing
T.m. in two brcl
hieh one has iron
space consists of
Stringtown is & former
establishment. The non-
floed lights wroundg the
wage glven as reascn fer
the vriscners st night.

¥

bars

)

cub-
Toom

owéded., Interness
showing 1.e.

nooms are toc cr

anount of gir, arrangement and slze wt 72 » 3€ x 2,5 with 20 men
material of beddinz, the condi- making 420 cu. ft. per man, Others
tions shall be the same «: fer clegired that they had only 286 cu. ft
the troops at buse camps of tre 7p-r man. Llso the kitchen 1s too smal
detainin: Fover. for feeding EGO internees.
Prisoners shall receive faclli- Tacilities for prepuring additionzal
tles for preresring, tremselves, fcood do not exilcst.
additionzl food vhich trhey might
have.
L sguffilciency of potable water Exce-% during me:lsg, the ;riscpers
shall be furnished them. ave no sgujg‘actcrw roetuble w.oter.
Tre vwaoter avuil_ ble in thelir rcoms
iy cecloured red.
Profite made Ly the canteens for  rrcut 100 irtevrees trons’orred Lo
cerr udministrotions rrull be Strirngtovn fror Cuwrm elor brousht
used for the banefit of rriscners. with ther o crofit ¢f about E00.00
nece by thelir cinteen ot [IcCoy and
vere {orliidden br tre Cwp /utherlt
jes in Ltringltown to " use 1l for th
benef it of vriscnerc.



Eelligerents shall be
bound to tazke all san-
itary measures necess-
ary to assure the clean-
liness and healthfulness
of camps.

Every camp shall have an
infirmery, where prisoners

of war shall receive every
kind of attention they need.
Expenses of treatment includ-
Ing therein, those of temporary
prosthetic equipment, shkall be
borne by the deteining Power,

Prisoners may, in cases of
acknowledged urgency, be
allowed to send telegrams,
paying the ususal charges.

Conditions in Etrinstown

Numerous dead bted-buzs were
produced as evidence that beds
were unclean. Complaints that
¥.C. for 50 men
11 showers for 250 men
6 washbourds for S0 men
do not suffice,

Internees claim and the Inspec-
tion showed that practically the
sick get no medical treatment.
They can sleep in an infirmary
and three tuberculosis cases are
Isolated. But nobtody t hought of
changing the bed sheets which
have In several cases not been
wushed for 4 weeks and are dirty.
Some of the Internees have great
rains caused by thelr teeth and
have not received relief. There
is one case, Karl Vecllmceller,
who seems to be very sick. In
case he should dle in String-
town, an investigation as to

his medical treatment should
become necesdary: a gquick trans-
fer of this case and the three
tuberculsr cases 1is strongly
recomrmiended,

The Camp asuthorities do not

allow prisoners to disrpose of
treir own money except the 10¢
coupon per day delivered them

by the Army. Consequently,
prisoners are practically de-
prived of the right to telegraph.
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Eelllgerents ahall be
bound to take all san-
1tary measures necess-
ary to assure the clean-
liness and healthfulness
of camps,

Every camp shall have an
Inflrymery, where prisoners

of war shall receive every
kind of attenticn they need.
Expenses of treatment includ-
ing therein, those of temporary
prosthetic equipment, shall be
borne by the detaining Power.

Prisoners may, In cases of
acknowledged urgency, be
allowed to send telegrams,
paying the ususl charges.

Conditions 1n Stringtown

Numerocus dead bed-bugs were
produced as evldence that beds
were unclesn. Complaints that
4 W.C., for 50 men
11 showers for 250 men
¢ washboaurds for 50 men
do not suffice.

Internees claim and the Inspec-
ticn showed that practically the
sick get no medical treutment.
They can sleep in s Infirmary
and three tuberculosis cases are
iscleted. But nobody t hought of
changing the bed sheets which
have In several cases not been
wushed for 4 weeks and are dirty.
Some of the Internees have great
ralns caused by their teeth and
have not recelved relief., There
1s one case, Karl Vollmceller,
who seems to be very sick. In
case he should die 1n String-
town, an 1nvestigation as to

his medlcal treatment should
become necessary: & quick trans-
fer of this case and the three
tuberculsar cases 1s strongly
recommended.,

The Camp authorities do not

allow prisoners to disposze of
their own money except the 104
coupon per day dellvered them

by the Army. Conssquently,
prisoners are practically de~
prived of the right to telegraph.
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TUTCRN AN TON

concerning

THUPORARY DETHFTICY STATICHS

Fort Sam Iouston

Fort Eliss

Immigration Statlion Zan Pedro
Fort McDowell

Immigration Station Ceuttle
Fort Lewls

Tmmigration Station Chiecago
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