March 27, 194z

OINEY GENERAL

In re: Enemy zliens (men, women and
children}) to be brought from
South America

On Tuesday, Harch 24, you directed me to ascertzin as
4 definitely as possible from the State Department the facts with
respeet tc the proposel to bring Axis alien enemies from South
America, men, women and children, concerning which Mr,
wrote tc you on Nerch 12, o which letter you replied on March .19
apking for sdditionsl information.

The facts ars thesgs,

They have arranged for twe vessels which will pick up the
aliens from the west cosst of South imerica, Peru, Zousdor and
Colombis, Ome vessel will errive in the United States ubout
4pril 18 or 20. It may be called the ®non-officisl vessel®,

1% will have 700 males, no women or children. 411 will be
mon-cfiicial, dangerous fxis sliens. They do not kndw how many
of them will be Germans snd how meny will be Italians, They clain
there will be no Japanese. _

As to this vessell, it i expected that all of these aliens
will be repatristed. The Btate Depsriment contends thet it will
require from two to eight wéeks to do so. They claim that they =
hsve mede errengements for the vessel which will carry these
people from the United Stetes to pe and return with Americans
to be repetriated, and that this sel will make regular tripe.

The guards on this vessel will be supplied by the Army, but
they request this Service to provide for them here and hold them

in our custody until they sre repatristed.
As to this group, we can tuke cere of them at Kenedy, Texss.

The other vessel may be called the "official vessel®. It
will arrive in this country sbout April 27 to April 30. It will
have on bozrd two groups of Axis aliens, one & group of officisis
and the other & group of non-officials.
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There will be 250 officials, consisting of men, women and
children. They will be mostly Germendand Itelian diplomsats and
their families, with & few Japemese. The State Department dees
pot yet heve the figures &s to how they &re divided by nationsl-~
itiee. It is the intention of the State Depariment to transport
this zrouo to the Greembrier Hotel, with the exception of the
Japenese who will be sent tc the Homegtead Hotel. '

They will sunt us Vo furnish guerds on the trein {rom the
port of debarketion to the hotels, bat ether when thet they ask
nothing of our Service with respect to this group.

The other group om board this "official vessel” »ill consist
of 250 nop—official ixis alieng, men, women snd children. It is
the plan of the Stete Department to hold them in this country for
from two to eight weeks until they can be repetriated. They ask

 thig Service to teke them imto our cugtody until this ecan be done,

fie have no present fecllities to take care of them and the
State Department insiste that they be kept together in femily
groups. The suggestion was made to the State Department that they
house these femily grompe in 2 hotel under arrangements similer
o those now provided for the diplomats at White Sulpbur and Hot
ags, but Er. Long contends that the Stete Departusni has no
yrity over persons in this couniry except diplomets. It is
it to ses how we have any more authority in this respect
n the State Depariment has.

m as the Btate Depsriment does not desirs to have
guards on thie vessel, they have asked us to supply a
ten men to set as guerds over the non-officials on the

requesting ermed and uniformed Border Patrolmen for the

3 To summarize the above, the Btate Depsriment wants us to
farnish ten guards on one vessel, furnish guerds on the train

which will take the officilals to the hotels and take into custody
st the port of debarkation 700 males and 250 men, women, &and
children, = totel of 950 enemy aliens, and hold them in ouwr

g

r undil they can be repatriated.

I am not abtempting in this memorandum to discuss the ques-
tion of policy or the legal sngles, which have slready received
your censideratien.

Ag to the expense involved, we have no spproprietion to
gover this, but the State Depariment is willing to cooperzte
with us in obtaining en zllotment from the President's Emergency
Fund. ' (



In accordance with your instructions tosay, I will clear
this with ¥r. Rowe.

Lemuel B. Sehofield
Speciel Assistant to the Attorney Genersl
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