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Honorable Franklln D Roosevelt
__President_ of the United States of America
Washin-gton D.C.
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Dear Mr Pre31dentz
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S [ I know that you Mr.President are very bussy in a time like
e }-—-« this -with-the most important-task for the country;the winning of the -
: ; war.But I really do not know any other way thun write to you as the
id e wbeo .2 last resort in this cuase. .. ... .. N

fvi;fﬂ SRR . . - So I beg your Pardon and I hope you stlll spare a fow minutes
| +.  and read this lctter and may help me and my family, T
: R ""I'am & German Alien ( Ememy alien now) 29 yeArs old and came
T o l in Nov 1935 in this country.In February 1939 I married in Aestfield W.J.

““““ : ; : the {ormer Immy Réhm,23 years of age,s#ho came in Nov.,1937 in this country

| .. from her native Germany.¥e both resided in & the USA. continiusly since

;ii;;-~4-—-~0ar‘en%rywﬂe~camﬁ “here-with-the-intention to-maske a-better -living-and—-—
J .y - lateron become U.S.Citizens.
et ed e In May 19371 took out-my first.papers here in Elizebeth N.J,

| But since this country becume involved in the second World-war sbout a
s year ago,the situation for us as German Aliens became tougher.Me and the
i " wife complied with all the new laws and regulations. Ve did not miss any

| reglstrations.

XS “We have 3 children now: (all boys) Veruer is” 3,Cunther 1% years
S i and Theodor jr.is 4 weeks old.
 au it T Since-March—1937-I-work as-a Toolmaker-in—The—Internationel——--
o P hlokel Co.Regearch Laboratory Bayonne N.J.
—de o Before that. I worked as a.Toolmeker in the-Garwood N.J.Plant-of the ——. —
~i ¢ ~Aluminum Co, of America,
.-'j s .. __. As to my. knowledge my,present employer has. Government or

b 27 defencecontracts.that 1 ,am wvorking on.

Srag b - e always did our duty and had never trouble‘wgyp the law or
I, @f” v»‘aﬁyboam.ie never. were arrested in our . 1ife until we came in contact thh

’ “?’ v . the F. B- Io B )

; “Ipaid- &IW&yS ny taxes snd my bills and wanted to- Fafse my —
i children the best christian wayv.I want to- egive them a butter youth of
i

-life-and- education then our-perents-eould afford-te give use - —— v -
On 4vril 10th this year a F.B.Il.sigent or rather a local

datectiwﬁ_ylsAtﬁd ma~1n“mybxonkinh-place_in_Bayanne N. J.,,w._ . S
It was noontime and I was questioned for about % hour in the

, directors ‘office.Questions about my personaltity,my financiall status,

the names and addresses of mine and the wifes closest relatives in aermany
. Other guestions were,if I would ag argue with people about the
‘.f"‘“war”whaﬁ‘l'néver do. At the end‘the inspector told me: do not worry about
. .. anything you have on excellent record here with the Coe
T ‘iﬁﬁmrkhmmﬁ¢Mbﬁnrhmwmwmmfmm@rﬁmwrhmﬂwd
SRS i -~ where I lived for asbout 1% years in Bayonne.They immigrated in this
oo e s countfy from Poland or Ukraine and after the German. +troops-marched-—into. -
R these countrys,ths landlord and his wife got different feolings toward us.
L .= #He never talked sbout war or xxykkiag things like thet.We
e «always had to worry enough about ourselfs and the children and minded our
“ 4l i own bussines.
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in Elizaebeth before.
Now on Sept.9th 1942 6:30 P,

Society both here in Elizabeth

Well the F.R,I.Agents came bakk agein on Sep
sted me and the wife and wanted to take us to the policeheadgquarter

I wanted to know the reasons

n about the little
g registered letter from the landlord in
of a reise in our rent from $%8.- to ¥4
on.Nov.15th 1941 and -went back to. Bliza

boy the lady got mad and we

which he notified us

5.- monthly.¥ell we moved out

beth l.J. to our present residents -

came one F.B.I. and two policeman
ched our apartment.l hed no contraband in my possecion.

I belong to German sick and death benefit society and a Germar

N.d.

t.24th 1942 9:30 PM

for that,but they could not give me

hildren,which we coudd not leave all alone.

Therefore we did not have to

oliceheadqua%rter,to got
‘taken. Ve were released under parole in custody of th

go to jail in the night time,bu. the
fingerprinted and ou~

"Fell my wife was about 5 months precnant ~ith her

ived quiet a shock that téme and sh

-~ pe F.B.Il.agent told us we will »
Hearing Board in Newark N.Jd. but ins
go- to tllis-Islend Immigrations Headquarter.
page wuestionaire about our personall hi
_vM,,mgﬁ_-qwmugm“.statemgnt_what we. would like

duration of the war.
I am sorry Mr.President,but

s country with eny intention of anykind to sabota
the government. :

- 7770 1 do not see any sense in things like

get interned,I choese to be send back to Germany With all my family,because

I told the agents that I have two

e F.B.I.
3rd baby and

e did not feel well ever since.’
et & hagaimx hearing before )
tead we had first on Oct.l6th
There we had to fill
story and had to sign a
to choose in case we would get interned.

neither me nor the wife did come

ge or work agaiiat

that.So in case we would

-

S R and- the wife-do not feel‘guilty of any crime and for’beeing“Germgn;born"
' that is not our fault.Then nobody can choose his own father or the cocuntry
e .- _where he.would.like to be borne B

On Nov.16th 1942 finally we had the opnortunity to pre-sent our-
Newark N,J.%Ve had 2 witnesses wiffi
ant

selfs be

“us,which

tought m

- --Nhat ans

Would y
J.am wil
contine

said eas

" "gssure y

side aund
Nedo

arose,bu
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- My wife did not
' _how was she to answee?

fore the Alien-Hearingboard in

are citizens of JSA and reside
1907 continiusly.Both Gentlemen know us since we a

Dear idr.President!l was broueht uo the christian way where they

4 in this country since 1895
re in this country.

e; you shall not kill your father,mother or brother.
ner could-1 give to the aqusstion: -

ou fight egainst Germany ?

ling to defend my home. and this-country against any attac

nt.

.1 am sure,you under.stand my -vcosition I co

ily yes to that question.
Mr.President,if I would be
ou I would not be here in this
fight.And I would not work on

All this I huve told the -Gentlemen of the

. And -I.wanted to expluin to

They exsmined me and the wife

ﬁibn;

And Mr.President,every cri

uld. just.as wekl have

a man like the,F.B.I.fegrs,I_c&n N
country, I would be on the other -

defencework either.

these gentlemen”how’thiswtrouble“
t they cold me that I was excused.

given.Therefore

minsl or gungkter has a right to__

¥

ker on-this

Tearingboard in Hewark

separataly and they asked the wife
do you have the same idee® as your husband ?

know the questions asked me or the answers



- u,_wAcourt or.
“hear the decision.of the Hearing-Board.Are not we as human beeings entitled
too.to know the- declslon of the Hearing-Board in our case?

ALl We'3i3~getgas ‘e answNer was : you can go home now., o T
*My wlfe dld bear the child all that time »and. she came home from

;And all this wgs not beneficial to my wife,who was in a preynant mEsxkian
‘;wcondltien.»m~'~w -
S She did fesl slck mostly times since the F.B.I.came around flrst
ﬂm~~in the_night _to arrest us. . o

: So on Dec.2nd in the mornlng the wife started to get real oalns
She was home all alone with the 2 children.She called up her doctor who
fortunately had time enough to run around in the neighborhood and look for
somebody to take care of the-children until I came home.

"Betwsen 5 and 6 Pl the wife gave birth to a premature Buaby-Boy -

- which is a cripple and probably will be a cripple for the rest of his ‘life,
wmmmeemem - o= - 3P -hgsurvifes: The baby has an open space- in his backbone and is half leme., ---
e . Aith all the trouble we had and all the sickness my dear wife had

.W-waﬂwﬂﬂwmm.halready,that>1s all we could need:qa crlppled child in the family.
S Now the wife and I were get slowlv over thet shock.Then aen Saturday-
Dec.26th the day after christmas in the mornine cume the F.B.I. again und told"
my wife:you pack up your thing-s znd get ready to go to EllisaIsiand to wait
there with the other bunch to go to camp. e are goi:ug down to Bay(nne and get
" your ‘husband, o
. _ But when they learned of the nes born baby and his condition,thevy
“““‘f“““““““*W”told us” they come back in two weeks and see if the Baby is allright to- trabel -
o If not,they check up in two moore weeks and continiue xm that.
e e e e ~toee - - Mr.,President ,we- know everybody has to carrv a burden in these.. .
T days bu‘r do we have to havea all that trouble all the téme ?
i _ . And. why take me away from my 3ob when the country needs all
' skllled labor and I am willing to help ?
And furthermoore these continious excitements will soon drive me’ and my
" family crazy.

e e L

The first aim this counttry fights for in this war is to
preSéTVe hudanity und christianity,l be=lieve in these ideals too. -
Uy : Mr.President,my 3 children are born here and I feel that thoy
-—————— -—- -——should—-at—least-h:ve the rlght to grow up free and ‘enjoy having .a father B

’ and mother with them.

s

,_*ﬁé;_m - e - Mr.President, I hopejand wish you h-ve time enough to read _ __
Lo this letter and study our case and I am sure that you will help u@,and
. -~ 1 would appreciate very much a speedy reply.

Please make the comine year moorse hqpuler for us.
Ne always will remenber it and remain very thankfully
and respectfully vours ‘ ‘ ST
inheodor AGraber and family
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