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My desr Mr. Attorney General:

I acknowledge ths recelpt of Mr, Fahy's letter of
September 18, 1942 making certaln comments upon my
letter to the President dated August 27, 1942 which,

| as I informed you on September 4, recelved the Presi-
dent'’s spproval. :

1 shall be pleased as regquested %o give the
Depertment of Justice an opportunity %o examins any
1ist of Germans proposed in asccordance with our

speeial sgreement with the German Government for

_repatriation on the last sailing of the Gri

As you may recall the German Government, quite inde-
1dently of the general exchange agreement and in

return for our undertaking to allow German natlonals %o
5 sapacity of the vessel to return to Europe
CGripsholm accomplished its mission permitted
patriation on the voyage of the Gripsholm from
rg to New York of all Americans in Bweden and

3 ind who were willing end rsady to make the jJjourney.
Having discharged her psrt of the agreement, Germany
may rightly look to us to diaoha;ge our obligation
when the tlme ocomes,
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I agree with you that it would be preferable %o
intern in this country or in the other American Republics
under conditions satisfsctory to us the remaining
dengerous Axis nationals in this hemisphere. The
obstacles preventing complete adoption of such a progranm
appear, however, insurmountable, Although changing cir-
cumstances may remove a few of them, others may be

'?% expected

The Honorable
Francia Biddle,
Attorney General,
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expected to remain in cur way indefinitely. FYor exumple,
we are confrunted withh a shortage of shipping which can
be used to bring persons herse for internment or for
sxaminabtion prier to repatriation or to take materials
necessary for the construetion of internment camps bto the
countries where enemy nationals should be interned. 1In
some countries, such as Bouador and Bolivia, the con-
tinuing desire to retain neutrality, which can apparently
be overcome only by overt actions of the Axis, prevents
affirmative cuoperation in our program unless it be
presented as one of repatriation and even in this respect
we will experience difficulties because we have not yet
completely discharged our obligations to repatriate Axis
nationals previcusly sent here, Elsewhere, as in
Colombia, Venezusla and Mexico we are confronted by an
intense national pride in soversiznty which will not
permit compliance with suggestlons that we be given Axis
nationals %o hold for them nor admib suggestiens that
existing internal measures ars inadegquate for security.

‘We must furthermore face the fact that all Axis
nationals in the other Amsrioan Republies, not excluding
a proportion of the psrsons who arrived thers in the guise
of political or racial ref 8, are potentially dangerous
losally, if not in subversive activities at least as
passive media for Axis propasanda, and that we not only
lack the faeilitlss to transfer all these persons here
but cannot provide for the internment of all of them (as
pointed out in Mr, Ennis' letter to Mr, Clattenburg dated
September 21, 1942)., In our hurried effort last winter to
remove from Central America | as many as possible dangerous
subversive males we left behind for eventual repatriaticn
their inherently non-dangercus wives and minor children.
gur representatives in those couatries now repert that
. these women and children who were lefi bshind constitute
a mest dangercus focus of anti-American propaganda and
that they should be removed at the sarliest poussible

opportunity.

We have studied zall these problems in detail and
are attempting %o develop a progras for removing Axis
netionals from the other American Republics which will
fit the cireumstances peculiar tc each ccuntry and at
the same time achieve the fgllowing two cobjects:

l. The,
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1. The transfer to this couniry of as many as
possible of the Axis nationals whose lnterament
in this country would be justified in terms of
their inherently dangerous character or qualifi-
cations and of the burden and expense upon our

Governnent.

2. The repatriation of as many as possible of

the remainder on neutral vessels, arranged for by
the protecting powers and not by this Government,
which would stop at Trinidad or some other satls-

fastory control polnt,

I note that you agree to contlnuation of the exchange
agreement with the Japaness Governmen? until United States
natlonals and the nationals of the governments in thils
hemispnere associated with us 1n the war are out of the

Far Last so far as possible.

: With respzet to the removal of Japanese from the
other American Republics for intsrnment in the United
States I should point out that the problem of the :
Japenese 1s in most countrles relatively small. Exceptlons
are Peru, Brazil and Mexicd.

We know that Mexleo will send us no enemy nationals
for internment and for that reason our efforts %o obtain
security Shrough immobilizabtion of the Japanese in Mexico
must apparently be confined to efforts %o repairiate some
and to improve the surveillance over others, which 1s

understood to be at preseni not reassuringly strict,

8o far as concerns Brazil you are avszre that the
colony of Japanese in that country is extremely large.
The attitude of the Brazilian Government toward trensfer
of aliens to us for internment is understood to colinclde
with thet of the Mexican Government, hence the guestion
is again one of repatriation or local internment,
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i The Peruvian Governmebt has expressed its wish to
"~ eliminate so far as possible the Japanese colony of some
~ 50,000 persons in that country which 1t feels to be a
.~ menace to its security. It has requested our cooperation
= in removing these persons @as promptly as possible and I
-~ feel that we should do what we can although in view of the

-~ numbers involved we may find 1t preferable to accept for
= transfer to this country only the leaders of the Japanese
~ colony and the elements which may appear to our repre-
~_gentatives and to the Peruvian Government to be potential
“trouble makers, We might find 1t possible to devise
means to cooperate with the Peruvian Government for the
local restraint of the ballance of the Japanese who are-
for the most part agricultural peasants. The American
Embassy at Lima has reported that it is immaterial to

the Peruvian Government that the Japanese Covernment
might not Wwish to recelve by way of repatriation any of
the Japanese nationals sent here from Peru and that they
might remain interned heré for the duration of the
present emergency; so long as the Peruvians could state
_“that their motive was to flacilitate the eventual repatria-

tion of the Japanese.
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Sincerely yours,
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