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August 15, 1942

Dear Cordell: o

tions under x 4y08
way for the
repatriation of further caem ] .
lL’1~t“ Cor ’ not members of
ps

- x"mtamsnwmu:o careful
repatria enemy ns raany
othcr than the tic Corps. My reason for
saying this is that all German aliens in America
are potential, if not actual, spies and the
Americans in are not, Wnile I think it
is tough on the Americans who must remain in
Germany throughout the war, 1 nevertheless think
that Germany gets the best of the exchunge.

Very sincerely yours,

The Honorable
The Secretary of State. ..,
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

MEMORANDUM FOR
THE HONORABLE J. EDGAR HOOVER:
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Ny demr Nr. President:

fesponding to your note of August 15 about repstrie
ation of Auther enemy allens, particularly Germans, I
mey say that there ere no negotiations under way except
as hangovers from the original agreament, The ariginal
soreenent was teminated by us after Swo shiploads had
Lvoen exchenged, It was very apparent that the persons
ungnodﬂxmmcmbuuhmntn'.'
eoffort, Consequently, the arrangement was terminated.
Cermany had Woken the agreensnt by refusing safe conduct
for the wessel to »un between lew York and Lisbon and we
denenmond the arresmant on that besis,

Newever, we are stil) 'mder obligation to return
some persons to Germany. Ten the Opipsholm was chartered,
Sernnny agread to nllow us to briar ‘merican citlsens to
the United States In retwrn for the privilepe of talking

baol:

The M“g
The “hito louse,

x]133
x198

YR rv



x27

-l

back to Germsny Jorman cltiszens on the last retwm of
the Gripsholme Wo Wrought as many Americans as we could
obtaln and wy are under obligation to permit Jermans to
sell on the Jxipsholn when she finally returns to Sweden,
Newever, wo may choogse those Germans and send those we
desire to sends

Mapeover, there are in the United States e muber of
Geruans (U357 of them), many of whom were recelved from the
other American Republies on condition that they be re-
patriated to Cermmuny. They were allens whom the Latin
u-u-aw-muuuaor. ™he povern-
mmmuun.mummw-zm
Govermments, ths Domlniesn Republlie, raiti, nnﬂth-nvo
nortawestera countries of Jouth Americea - Venesuela,
Colombia, Teuador, Peru, and Dolivia, OF those countries,
those as far south as the Canal have declared war against
Germeny, Tev Mnd themselves in o status somewhat
different Lrou those on the continent of South America
which have not declared war on Jermany. XMach of these
countries has a muder of cltizens in enemy territery.
In ordor S0 protect tlem they have placed conditlions upon
the use of the allens which were delivered to us and they
have inststed that those allens be repatriated, Neny of
these are still in the United States and those Jovermments

are
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are still insigtin: that they be retwuned to Jermany.
e exchange of scme of them has been objected to by
other agonclos of the Govermment and such have bdeen withe
held from repatriations Ve are stlill in negotiation with
various of these American Nepubllica for the purpose of
adjusting scew of tiese difficultles,
Yio have boen very muchi concerned about the presenco
--~-~¢.Qmmomummmtomm¢
use anummammmmqnm
questions relating to owr comtinental safoty. The Germans
mwnmnquu-votth-
ere in positions of influence, Others of them are
scattored throughout the length and treadth of a mmber
thMMMM“WﬂQ
mm.NMMQWhM&
sential materials, to storage houses, to public utllity
power plants, and to wharves and harber facilities used
by owr shipping in the trenspartation of defense materials,
M.nuumqu. T™e enswer would
seen %o Do that the allens be interned, -u..d
without intending any oriticism of the sincerity and
Wu‘ﬁ-wmotnmuth
south of us, they wre neither psychologleoally nor
politleally
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politically organiszed for the striot control of these
porsons concerned., lNany of thenm are unable to intern
these aliens owing te the political influense many of
MMW%M“*“_M
families with offlcors of the Govermmonts concerned. Tho
result 1s that there 1s very little confinement or control
mmmm;ad.m.&qﬂ-
umm-mm-.mmw
danger to the United States and 1ts war effort. '

M;hMQvnhmm.
-ma&“m”ﬁm“d&“dm.
most dangorous OCermans, Italians, and some of the Japanose.
Dut 1t required the dispateh to the four narthwestern
countries of Jouth America a spoclal representative of
IEW.CWMMWOI
the oxpulsion movement in order to have it succeed,

Tot inoludin: lextco, there are about 1,800 Germans
end 122 Italians still in those countries wham those
wo would like to remove from those courtries for owr own
safoty but vho cannot be removed without the comsent of
those Coverizents unless as o condition precedent to
removal from those countries we agree that thoy be reo-
patriated to Cermany by the nited States.
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Ve have considered thelr removal from one or more
of the South American ports direct to Lisbon on a Spanish
or Portuguese flaz vessel in exchange for the ‘merican
Wmummnmumu Italy,
(um&m-mmmmum).u-or
them Luportant cltisens of these Hepublies, but passage
of such vessels through the Canal and practical A1ffie
culties of seleotion, supervision and sctual control have
rendered that plan inoperative.

S0 while the agreement to contime the exchango beo~
mmmmsmmmmmmm;
end vidile wo are not In negotiation for a new or additional
exchange, wo still are faced with a pert of the problem
as indicated by

(a) There are 537 Cermans and 20 ITtalians whom wo
heve in the United States and who were recolived frem
mwwomhoru;-qormuthmw
mu-wm:umcum;u

(b) The problem of what to do with 1,200 dangerous
Ceormans and 120 Itallans roaming more or less at liberty
throughout areas in which they can do serious dmmage and
from whieh they can send informetion detrimental to owr
cause.
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50 far I have spoken only of the Germans and Italians -
principally of the Germanse. There remains the Japanese
situation.

Mmums;aoomumusmmm
to retwm to the United States, Nany of them are sube
stantlal persons who have represented important American
business and commercial interests and & large mmber of
missionaries, They are scattered all tiroush that part
of China cocupled by the Japanese., 5Some of them are at
nw;morhmuWQW.d
somo of them have limited lidberty, but all of them sube
Jeet to momentary cruel and harsh treatment by thelr
oppressors. Under owr agroement with Jupan, which 1s
mnmunnumummm.
It will tale two more trips of the Gripsholm to do so,.
In exchange for them we will have to send out Japaness
in the smw quantity. If that agreement should be carried
Mmmm-wma-m
be removed from the continent of Asia under conmtrol of
the Jepanese, but there would remain many thousands of
Japanese in the United States,

In addition, there are 3,000 non=resident Amerlcan
eitisens in the PMilippines, We have no agreement foy

thelr
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thelr exchange but 1t has been intimmted that Japan might
consider an exchange of thems It would be very gratifying
1f we could obtalin these people from Japanese control and
return them to the United 3tates. Dut %o do so we would
have to exchange Japanese for them. That would tale two
more round trips of the Oripsholm.

58111, in addition, there are 700 civilisns interned
in Japan proper captured at Ousm and Wake, It is probdable
that wo might arrange for thelr retwn. Dut in order to
obtain them we would have to release Japanese.

I regret the length of this lotter and the lmpoaition
th—bwmtm;'MmhMormm
raises the whole question and presents as a matter of
ugmqmmmtormwmxu
relationship to its citlizens under enemy control.

I en quite in agroement and my assoclates in the
Department have been in thorough acocord with the proposal
ummmnwammmh
helpful to the German cause, dut the unfortumate part of
it has been that we could not obtain the release of owr
udu-—a..caqoﬁd“-wwr
ummu—.u-—qﬁuuuqu
powers ¥ill natwrally insist, just as we have insisted,
that persens of certain qualities and desirabdility be
o changede
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ve are Nurthor iindered in the freedom of owr
activity by the limitations imposed upon us by the
Governments of the countries whence we have recelved
eneny allens in order that they be taken out of the
local situations where they could be most helpful to
the enemy. MNany of these persons were sent by eneuy
powers to the Americen Republics to the south of us be=
cause of their familiarity with the people, the custems,
and the economic and pelitical sctivities of those
countries, They are more dangerous there than they
would be in Germany, DPven if they are all qualified to
bear mrms they would not be more than a regiment in the
German Army but oach one of them might have the valuo
uawn«uwummwm
residence, It has seemed wise to remove them from the
American Hepublics, MNore of them would have been removed
to the United States had it been possible to obtaln a
vessel, I mu of the opinion that 1t would be to our
mﬂmsummamx.now.m
Itallans, and 2,500 Jepanose from the northwestern pert
of South America and from the remaining countries in
Central America but we are presently unable %o do so for
the reasons I have indicated above,

uith
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uzwmmmuam.xmu
following course of actions

lo Keop the agreement made with Jermany to retwn

Co

to Germany on the last salling of the Jripaholm
enexyy allens (selected by the United States for
that purpose).
Contime owr efforts to remove from South and
muuumpmomu
WMMQWﬂﬂIM?W]
(a) Direct to Jermany by neutral vessel, if
"~ practiocable, in exchange for citi,ens of
those ’‘merican Nepubliecs}
(b) To the United States for intermment if (a)
is Lmpracticable or only partially achieved;
(e) Via the United States to Germany if mo
other way remains of removing them fram
those countries,

Japan
m-mmuu'mm
until the Americens are out of Chima, Japan, and
the Milippines = so far as possible,

Contime owr efforts to remove gll the Japanwse
fron
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from these American lepublics countries for
intermwont in the United states,

4 L3) Znexdos
OS¢ Talling all of these, to remew owr efforts to

the end that each of the poverrments concerned
securely and effectively intern these enewy
aliens = which 1s the least promising of complete
success.

It should be borne in mind that any removal from
South mmerieca will require the use of a wessel for several
voyages between the west coast and New Orleans,

I should be glad to recelve an indication of youwr
desires, i

Falthfully yowrs,
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